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High level diplomatic and military meetings continue between Ecuador and Peru in an effort to find
a lasting peace. The meetings are part of the stipulations of the Itamaraty Declaration, the peace
treaty signed by the two countries a year ago, with the mediation of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, and
the US. The treaty ended a six-week border war that broke out in late January 1995 (see NotiSur,
02/10/95 and 03/10/95). During the last round of meetings, lists of "impasses," or bottom-line
demands, were finally exchanged as called for by the Itamaraty Declaration. However, the two
countries now face the much more difficult task of finding mutually acceptable solutions to the
divergent "impasses."
Of the six points included in the February 1995 declaration, five have been fulfilled, now that the
final withdrawal of Peruvian troops has been made from the area of conflict. Since the end of
hostilities, the disputed area has been supervised by the Mision de Observadores Militares de los
Paises Garantes (MOMEP), made up of personnel from the guarantor countries. In addition, on Feb.
7, Ecuador accepted Peru's proposal to create a bilateral commission to oversee arms purchases by
both countries.
Tensions had soared recently after Ecuador purchased four Israeli K-fir warplanes. The guarantor
countries are confident that the bilateral commission will help avoid such tensions in the future.
Also as part of the peace process, several high-level meetings have taken place since the first of the
year. Following the meeting of the foreign ministers of the two Andean countries in mid-January
(see NotiSur, 02/02/96), military representatives and ambassadors from the four guarantor countries
met in Quito on Feb. 10. At the same time, high-level military personnel from both countries met on
Feb. 10-11. The head of Peru's joint command, Gen. Nicolas de Bari Hermoza Rios, briefly met his
Ecuadoran counterpart, Gen. Jorge Ortega Espinoza, in the jungle area where both nations fought
the bitter border war last year, but bad weather conditions cut the meeting short, allowing only a
brief meeting ceremony.
Representatives from the guarantor countries, along with delegates from Peru and Ecuador, then
met in Brasilia on Feb. 16 to celebrate the first anniversary of the cease-fire that ended the hostilities.
Following that, and as a follow-up to Ecuadoran Foreign Minister Galo Leoro's trip to Lima in
January, Peruvian Foreign Minister Francisco Tudela went to Quito and met with President Sixto
Duran Ballen and Leoro on Feb. 22-23. An important step in the peace process was accomplished
on Feb. 23 when the foreign ministers signed an agreement and exchanged lists of the points each
country feels must still be resolved. Both foreign ministers turned over their lists of "impasses"
to MOMEP officials, who said each list would be turned over to the other country as soon as
verification of troop withdrawal was made. That verification was held up for a time, since Peru had
not withdrawn all its troops and equipment. At the same time, both countries requested that the
four guarantor nations maintain their presence in the disputed area.
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Both Ecuador and Peru agreed on the benefit to be gained from the continued presence of MOMEP
personnel, "until all the articles of the Itamaraty Declaration have been fulfilled." However, despite
the progress and the intense diplomatic efforts to ease tensions and resolve the long-standing
border dispute, on Feb. 28, Peru's military accused Ecuador of violating the fragile peace accord
by infiltrating troops into the demilitarized zone along their disputed border. The charge was the
most serious since last December when the two countries exchanged accusations about alleged
skirmishes, airspace violations, arms purchases, and disinformation campaigns. Meanwhile, in yet
another meeting in Quito in early March, the foreign ministers agreed to set up final negotiations to
settle the dispute.
And Peru said that it had complied with an Ecuadoran condition to withdraw all but 60 soldiers
from the PV2 military post outside the demilitarized zone some 560 miles north of Lima. The
demilitarized zone covers a trapezoid-shaped area straddling an unmarked stretch of border along
the upper Cenepa River Valley. "Peru is maintaining all its troops outside the demilitarized zone
that were stationed there before the conflict and those units that entered that region have been
retired and returned to their bases," said Tudela when he arrived in Ecuador. On March 1 and 4, the
military chiefs of the two countries met again in Quito and in Lima. After the meetings, Ecuador's
Gen. Ortega and Peru's Gen. Hermoza signed a "joint declaration of mutual understanding."
The two military leaders also met with the coordinator of MOMEP, Brazilian Gen. Francisco de
Alburquerque, and other MOMEP military leaders. Alburquerque said that MOMEP is convinced
that the remaining issues are being handled "with the maturity, intelligence, and flexibility that
characterize these two nations." MOMEP, he said, "will spare no effort to continue its collaboration
in this peace process and each day feels more strongly and decisively that the problems, as difficult
as they are, can be overcome." On March 6, both countries received each other's lists of "impasses."
The last remaining article of the Itamaraty Declaration is to find "lasting solutions to the remaining
impasses."
Both lists include several sections of the border that have yet to be demarcated. However, the two
lists of border sections only coincide in one area. For Peru's Foreign Minister Tudela, resolving
the impasses simply means "to finish the demarcation of the border as established by the 1942
Rio Protocol," the treaty that ended the war between Ecuador and Peru in 1941 that cost Ecuador
nearly one-half of its territory. However, previous Ecuadoran governments have insisted that the Rio
Protocol is not valid, since it was imposed with Peruvian troops occupying Ecuador. Since Ecuador
estimates that the Rio Protocol took away 200,000 sq km of its Amazonian territory, opposition to the
protocol has come to symbolize Ecuadoran nationalism.
The Duran Ballen administration also contends that the protocol is partially unenforceable, given
geographic discoveries made after the signing of the protocol that significantly affect the disputed
area. Not surprisingly then, Ecuador's list of impasses clearly states that the Rio Protocol is "partially
inexecutable." In addition, Duran Ballen says that Ecuador must have "free and sovereign" access to
the Maranon or Amazon rivers, a demand first raised during the administration of former president
Rodrigo Borja (1988-1992) and a point now also included in Ecuador's list of impasses.
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Ecuador's demand for access to the Amazon and its insistence that the Rio Protocol is not executable
will make it difficult to arrive at a definitive agreement, according to Peruvian analysts. Peru has
reportedly communicated to the guarantor countries its unwillingness to negotiate those points.
Despite Peru's implacability in the face of Ecuador's demands, Duran Ballen traveled to Peru
where he met with Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori during the Summit of Andean heads of
state, which took place in Trujillo on March 9 and 10 to review the progress in free trade among
the five members of the Andean Pact trade zone: Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Venezuela.
Although no breakthrough was made, Duran Ballen's presence in Peru was significant, since it was
his first visit to Peru as president.
The next step is for both countries' vice foreign ministers to meet in Brasilia, on a date not yet set,
to design the most appropriate method for resolving the remaining differences in such a way as
to avoid future conflicts. Meanwhile, more than US$4 million has been spent during the past year
in maintaining the MOMEP presence in the demilitarized area. The costs are shared by Peru and
Ecuador and cover all expenditures for personnel and material. MOMEP is now in Phase III, which
is supposed to last until June 8, and its purpose is to preserve the inviolability of the demilitarized
zone, set after the war. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 02/07/96; Reuter, 02/09/96, 02/11/96, 02/16/96,
02/23/96, 02/28/96, 03/01/96, 03/04/96; Notimex, 02/11/96, 03/05-07/96; Agence France-Presse,
02/10/96, 02/11/96, 02/12/96, 02/22/96, 03/04/96, 03/11/96)
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